in the research into the history of Dubrovnik and the Dubrovnik Republic. 1 The gathering of a library collection followed soon after its foundation, currently housing more than 100,000 manuscript volumes, archival material and books, from rare editions to recently published materials. 2 More than two thousand titles dealing with Dubrovnik history form a separate collection known as Ragusina, provided with its own catalogue. The library fund contains valuable works from various periods, starting from the incunabulum of Livius' Historiae Romanae decades, printed in Treviso in 1482, 3 to 306 capital works of more recent Anglo-American and Italian historiography donated to the library by Bariša Krekić, professor emeritus at the University of California in Los Angeles, "one of the most significant contemporary historians of Dubrovnik, and an exceptionally influential researcher into pre-modern South-East Europe and the Mediterranean", 4 that is, a rich collection of contemporary Croatian and foreign historiography from the private library of the long head of the Institute, Academician Nenad Vekarić, with special emphasis on historical demography.
An adequate historical survey and description of the library and its collection have not been attempted so far, which no doubt remains to be undertaken in the future for the purpose of a comprehensive and professional evaluation of 1 A short historical survey of the Institute on the occasion of its 50th anniversary has been given by Nenad Vekarić, »50 godina Zavoda za povijesne znanosti HAZU u Dubrovniku«. Anali Zavoda za povijesne znanosti HAZU u Dubrovniku 38 (2000) : pp. 386-387. The article by Magdalena Najbar Agičić on the first days of the Institute is based primarily on the documents filed in the National and University Library in Zagreb and the material published in the Ljetopisi JAZU. See: Magdalena Najbar Agičić, »Okolnosti osnivanja i počeci rada Historijskog instituta JAZU u Dubrovniku«. Anali Zavoda za povijesne znanosti HAZU u Dubrovniku 51/2 (2013): pp. 729-753.
I am greatly indebted to Nella Lonza for her selfless assistance and effort in the shaping of this text and in providing me wih relevant sources. My thanks also go to Boris Jović for furnishing this article with illustrations. 2 The collection is estimated to grow by several hundred new titles every year, due mostly to the well developed exchange network between the Institute and a host of scientific and research institutions in the Republic of Croatia and worldwide, from the United States of America to the states of the ex-Soviet Union. 3 its holdings. The aim of this article is to trace the founding collections of old books and manuscripts from the private and family libraries incorporated into the Institute's collection over the years, and by doing so, provide a preliminary insight into its treasure trove.
Foundation of the Institute and its first steps
Acclaimed during the session of the Presidency of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts, held on 17 May 1949 in Zagreb, were "The Rules of the Historical Institute of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts in Dubrovnikˮ, in compliance with Article 38 of the Yugoslav Academy Statute. 5 The institution frequently changed its name over the years, while since 1991 until the present is known as Zavod za povijesne znanosti HAZU u Dubrovniku, Institute for Historical Sciences CASA in Dubrovnik. As one of the research units within the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts, it is officially dedicated "to interdisciplinary research of the history of Dubrovnik and its broader Mediterranean and Balkan surroundings. Its main research area is the history of the Dubrovnik Republic, i.e. the period from the 14th until the early 19th century, during which Dubrovnik was an independent republican city-state". 6 Fruitful publishing activity, numerous scientific projects, organisation of conferences, collaboration with universities and exchange of publications with prestigious scientific institutions throughout the world are a telling testimony of the thought that "hardly anything can be written today on the history of Dubrovnik without citing the papers from the Institute's annual journals or books". 7
As the Institute's future residence, the Academy decided on the Renaissance villa of the Ragusan noble family Sorgo, in Lapad, built in 1521. 8 In the aftermath of WWII, when the Institute was founded, the building was heavily damaged and neglected. Large scale renovation followed, during which the Institute was temporarily based in the "small house" in the garden. 9 By June 1950 the restoration of the villa Sorgo was completed, and the Institute finally moved into its premises, where it has remained until the present. 10 As the villa was not adequately furnished in the beginning, by permission of the Academy Presidency, furniture was purchased successively from the local dealers or private owners. Thus in January 1950, from Adela Negrini the Academy purchased a Louis XVI antique canapé and four armchairs, 11 and at the same time a decorative chandelier from the monastery of St Dominic. 12 These furniture acquisitions were made in much the same way as those of valuable and rare books and manuscripts, by direct agreement with private owners, or by collaboration with affiliate cultural-scientific and public institutions. 13
Foundation of the Institute's library
The founding of the library marked the Institute's first steps. 14 Only three months after its formal establishment, on the session of the Scientific Council of the Historical Institute of the Yugoslav Academy of Sciences and Arts in Dubrovnik, held on 19, 20 and 21 August 1949, Jorjo Tadić, head of Institute at the time, reported that "the Institute already had a certain collection of books for its library", and that further "acquisition of contemporary literature and published series of the domestic academies of sciences" was planned. 15 The realisation of this project soon followed at considerable pace, thanks mostly to the support and understanding of the Academy's Presidency, headed by Academician Andrija Štampar. According to the 1951 annual report, the library's fund increased by 7,314 items. 16 9 Spisi, 42/49. The mentioned "small house" later served to accommodate members of the Academy or foreign researchers during their visits to Dubrovnik, yet this dilapidated structure has lost this function and is in need of necessary renovation. 10 Besides recent material, the Institute also obtained valuable books and manuscripts. This objective was motivated by the Institute's two-fold role: rare books and manuscripts were to generate new research and papers, and at the same time would be protected from further devastation, as "the book admirers gathered in Dubrovnik as if in a storage space of a ruined shopˮ, while "the rooms designed for libraries in the better-off city households remain mostly bareˮ. 17 Similar to furniture acquisitions, books and manuscripts were mainly purchased from private owners on the basis of direct agreement. Besides books, from private owners and families the Institute also purchased archival material, recorded in a separate inventory and housed at the institution. 18 A special role was played by the library of a collector and famous lawyer, Baltazar Bogišić (1834-1908) in Cavtat, which includes "15,000 books and brochures, 200 journals, 66 incunabula, 164 manuscripts and 165 geographical maps". 19 That was the founding collection of the Institute's separate unit, today's Museum and Collection of Baltazar Bogišić in Cavtat. Namely, already by 1949 it was proposed that "Bogišić's library be moved from Cavtat as soon as possible to the Historical Institute in Dubrovnik, for the purpose of more adequate preservation and use", 20 the official handover being performed in 1955. 21 However, as early as the next year, adequate space was secured for Bogišić's collection in Cavtat, at the palace of the former local count, where it has remained until the present. 22 In addition to zealous book gathering, the Institute's early years were also marked by an initiative to create a general catalogue of all Dubrovnik libraries, 17 based on the estimate that "all libraries in Dubrovnik hold around 150,000 books, not easily accessible due to incomplete and inaccurate catalogues". 23 Though later abandoned, this project was conducted in consultation with Josip Badalić, head of the central Academy Library in Zagreb. 24 Doubtless, the restoration of the mentioned initiative would be more than welcome, as its realisation would certainly shed additional light on the initial steps in the establishment of the Institute's library as a symbiosis of a number of small private collections from Dubrovnik and the surrounds.
Acquisition of private collections-core of the old library fund
Already by the end of 1949, Jorjo Tadić, head of Institute, reported that the family of Ante Politeo in Starigrad, island of Hvar, was offering for sale the archive and library of the Renaissance poet and humanist Petar Hektorović and his heirs. 25 The list of books in this collection was scrutinised by the literary historian Petar Kolendić, who reported that "it included slightly more than 40 books from the period before Hektorović's death, some of which, as it appears, also contain the poet's annotations, so that they may be considered to originate from his own private library". 26 Kolendić encouraged the acquisition of these books together with the entire library of Hektorović's heirs, more so because the Politeo family was determined not to separate the library from the archival material, "which are most interesting even for the poet himself, as they start from the fifteenth century, as well as for the history of the island of Hvar". 27 was unanimously decided to purchase the Hektorović archive and library, as a distinct collection in the Institute's library. 28 The acquisition of this collection is a telling testimony of an understanding of a broader regional role of the Institute, beyond that of the Dubrovnik area. 29
The first to organise the archive and library of the Hektorović family was its heir, Petar Nisiteo (1775-1866), 30 who augmented the collection with his own manuscripts and archival material. 31 Following the acquisition of the Hektorović collection, a significant role was played by Stijepo Plančić, 32 member of staff, who compiled a three-volume Inventory of the Hektorović archive, 33 genuinely regretting "the fact that this archival remainder did not include a single manuscript of the literary production or cultural activity of the poet or of some of the later members of the Hektorović family, for it is all lost, or perhaps in possession of unknown persons". 34 Personal engagement of the Institute's staff in the gathering and acquisition of books for its library was common practice, as in the case from 1952, when Ante Marinović, law historian, in a "small private library in Lapad" found and for the needs of the then Historical Institute purchased one of the oldest land surveys of Dubrovnik area, Libro Negro del Astarea. 35 Regrettably, offers for . 37 The owner of the book was Marin Radoslavić, a local, obviously interested in the sale in which Ilijić would act as intermediary. The book being damaged, Tadić, the current head, responded that the Institute was not interested in this acquisition, whilst with regard to other documents, he recommended to Ilijić to offer them to the Archive of Zadar, as they mainly related to the islands of Hvar and Brač.
It is quite natural that the Institute purchased rare books and manuscripts from Dubrovnik and the immediate surroundings, so that the bulk of the acquisitions came from the local private collections. Given the volume and well organised condition, the library of the Bizaro family has kept a prominent place among the collections, thanks mainly to the enthusiasm of the poet, bibliophile and collector Ivan Bizaro (1782-1833), 38 Dalmistro, in a special poem La bibliofilia, printed in 1808 in Padua", while the Dubrovnik writer Vlaho Stulli composed an epigram in Latin about it. 39 Prior to 1947, the Bizaro library and family archival material were housed at the Bizaro Palace in Orebić and the Zuzorić summer residence in Brsečine. 40 Upon initiative of the Dubrovnik Archive and its head Vinko Foretić, it was salvaged from the villa and further devastation due to war actions, and was housed in appropriate conditions, whereupon one part remained among the holdings of the Archive, and the other was taken to the premises of the The bulk of the books of the Bizaro collections have been rebound, and an Ex libris added, as well as sporadically recorded data on the purchase price of certain works, which were difficult to obtain.
Bizaro's manuscript collection included four manuscripts from the sixteenth century, eight manuscripts from the seventeenth century, twenty-three from the eighteenth, and thirty-seven manuscripts from the nineteenth century. 42 Among these are also the works of the Ragusan Latinists, represented by seven 30,000 dinars, 44 an intellectual from the period of the French and Austrian administration in Dubrovnik, and a leading figure of the Dubrovnik Masonic Lodge. 45 Among documents is a series of official decrees of the French Marshal Auguste Marmont, as well as the Austrian emperor Francis I, but also two printed diplomas confirming Andrović's membership in the famous Accademia degli Arcadi, under the name Lisandro, as of May 1803. 46 Among the gathered manuscripts is also a private journal of the writer Antun Krša (1779-1838), kept from 1829 to 1833. 47 The list of Andrović's books includes several dozen volumes. The owner's literary pursuits are illustrated by the copies of Molière's work, printed in Amsterdam in 1684, in addition to a valuable Spanish-Italian dictionary by Lorenzo Franciosini, Italian Hispanist from the first half of the seventeenth century. 48
Some of the mentioned collections provide a vivid insight into the cultural life of early nineteenth-century Dubrovnik. The connections between the Bizaro family, Andrović, Flori and Krša are manifold, in that, for example, Krša's works found their place in the library of Rafo Andrović, but also in the collection of Baldovino Bizaro, who collected Antun Krša's poems. It is likely that Rafo and his son Niko Andrović, as well as brothers Tomo and Antun Krša and Ivo Bizaro belonged to the same Masonic circle in Dubrovnik. 49 They also shared the same interest in the works of art: in the private painting collection of the Flori (Cvjetković) family 50 there were several portraits, among which those of Niko and Rafo Andrović, as well as of Countess Andrović and the members of the Krša family. 51 Apparently, 1949 proved the most fruitful as far as the acquisition of manuscripts for the founding collection of the newly established library was concerned, for it was then that the collection of books and manuscripts of the Dubrovnik lawyer and writer Ernest Katić private letters, school diplomas, architectural plans and official proclamations of the municipal authorities, generally dating from the period of Austrian rule in Dubrovnik in the nineteenth century. 58 Through Petar Kolendić, there soon followed an acquisition of books offered for sale by Marica, widow of Josip Rešetar (1854-1938). 59 Having graduated law from the University in Vienna in 1878, Josip (Pine) Rešetar assumed various state duties throughout Dalmatia (in 1887 he acted as district commissioner in Muć), 60 yet continued to promote the cultural traditions of his family as a son of coin collector Pavo, nephew of the cultural historian Josip Bersa, and brother of the famous literary historian, philologist and coin collector Milan. 61 Among the library's founding collection was also the library amassed by Vid Vuletić Vukasović (1853-1933), distinguished exponent of the autonomous movement in Dalmatia and archaeologist, who focused on the architectural historical heritage of Korčula. 62 The inventory contains around 300 books, published mainly in the eighteenth century. Apart from the works dealing with law and theology from the end of the eighteenth and early nineteenth century, literature, history, philosophy and natural sciences are also represented, though in lesser extent. Noteworthy among the manuscripts is the Gospel written in old Slavic, in black and red ink. The volume contains 93 pages, but is incomplete, and is assumed to date from the sixteenth century. A special folder contains around one hundred old photographs of the Dubrovnik inhabitants, along with lithographs depicting German cities in the nineteenth century.
Much later, the books from the Miočević-Rendić legacy were added to the Library collection. According to an entry by the librarian Nevenka Kojić, by the end of August 1983 the list of books bequeathed to the Library by Tija Čižek Rendić was completed, 63 and the books were obtained in April that year on the basis of an agreement signed with the Academy in the autumn of 1976. 64 It appears that the old core of this collection came from the private library of the Bishop of Trogir, Ivan Antun Miočević (1766-1786). 65 Interestingly, the books are accommodated in the cabinets also donated by Tija Čižek Rendić. The collection includes 680 titles, or 1,047 volumes. Among them are a few books from the sixteenth century, such as the work of Diodorus Siculus, published in Basel in 1531, 66 Columella's On Agriculture (De agricultura), printed in Venice in 1559, 67 and The History of Italy by Francesco Guicciardini, published in Florence in 1561. 68 The mentioned examples are a worthy testimony of a symbyosis between the citizens of Dubrovnik and its area with this scientific institution. Owing, on the one hand, to the trust that the owners of private collections and their heirs showed towards the Institute, and on the other, to the understanding and determination of the Academy members to secure the necessary means for the acquisition of these valuable collections, the foundations of one of the biggest libraries in Dubrovnik were laid.
Conclusion
Seventy years upon its foundation, the Institute for Historical Sciences CASA in Dubrovnik prides itself on a very rich library accessible not only to the members of this institution, but also to all those in pursuit of rare and specialised literature, despite the fact that the Institute has had no librarian for quite some time. 69 The most valuable part of the collection includes books dating from the fifteenth to the nineteenth century, obtained from old private libraries in Dubrovnik and the surrounding Dalmatian area. A close study of rare editions (through available old catalogues and the ex libris inscriptions) allows an insight into the circulation of books and the literary and other preferences of their owners, whose reading habits may be gleaned from the notes in the margins. Many editions call for prompt restoration, the process of which could reveal older manuscripts whose fragmentary remains may be observed in places. Future research should have a final saying on the origins of certain older collections, and should also provide full valorisation of the library which, doubtless, is of national significance. 67 Lutio Giunio Moderato Columella, De l'agricoltura libri XII. Trattato de gli alberi del medesimo, tradotto nuouamente di latino in lingua italiana per Pietro Lauro modonese. In Venetia: per Geronimo Caualcalouo, 1559.
68 La Historia di Italia di M. Francesco Guicciardini, gentil'huomo Fiorentino. In Fiorenza, appresso Lorenzo Torrentino impressor ducale, 1561. 69 In 1958, as many as two librarians were employed at the Institute, Ms Marija Gyra and Ms Nevenka Kojić (M. Najbar Agičić, »Okolnosti osnivanja i počeci rada Historijskog instituta JAZU u Dubrovniku«: p. 741, n. 57). Figure 10 . Caelius Secundus Curio, Thesaurus linguae Latinae. Basel: Froben, 1561. In the binding on the left are the remains of an older manuscript, with musical notation. 
